
 

 

 
 
 
 

Lobbyist Report 
Month September 
 

 
Meetings/Workgroup's attended 
Sept. 6 - Sen. June Robinson 
Sept. 7 - Workforce and Rates Subgroup 
Sept. 10 - Salmon Bake Fundraiser: Rep. JT Wilcox, Rep. Andrew Barkis, Sen. John Braun, Rep. 
Jacquelin Maycumber, Rep. Dan Griffey, Rep. Drew MacEwen, Rep. Keith Goehner, Rep. Kelly 
Chambers, Candidate Travis Coture   
Sept. 8 - Speaker Laurie Jinkins  
Sept. 16 - Legislative Committee Meeting 
Sept. 21 - Workforce and Rates Subgroup 
Sept. 27 - Candidate Breakfast: Candidate Linda Kochmar, Candidate Herry Harder, Candidate 
Jeb Brewer, Candidate Bill Boyce, Canddiate Ashley Ray, Candidate Janelle Cass, Rep Matt 
Boehnke, Re. Drew MacEwen, Rep. Jesse Young, Sen. Judy Warnick, Sen. John Braun, Sen. 
Mark Schoesler, Sen. Lynda Wilson, Sen. Curtis King, Sen. Ron Muzzall, Sen. Chris Gildon, Rep. 
JT Wilcox 
 
Legislative Summary for Mental Health Specifically (To Send to Members) 
Coalitions and Stakeholder groups have been busy over the past month finalizing their legislative 
priorities for 2023. WMHCA is diligently working on a bill to include Washington in the Counseling 
Compact and we are receiving strong support for this legislative item. Rep. Mari Levaitt (D) and 
Rep. Alex Ybarra (R) have agreed to co-sponsor the House version of the bill and we will have our  
Senate sponsors soon. The goal is to run concurrent bills to ensure a smooth pathway to passage.  
It has been a busy summer and WMCHA has truly risen to the occasion as leaders in many 
behavioral health discussions. Our work regarding the barriers to licensure has gained the 
attention of many, stakeholders and legislators alike. We have been working with the Department 
of Defense, the Department of Health, the Workforce Council and others to share our findings and 
to suggest solutions for Washington.  
With many legislators retiring or moving from the House to Senate, there is a lot of unknown when 
it comes to determining the chairs and members of committees for 2023. In December, lawmakers 
will meet in Olympia to assign positions and to start planning for next session. We still do not know 
how the actual format of session is going to look either. It is assumed that we will be meeting in 
person with hybrid/zoom committee hearings but for the most part little information has been 
shared on what we can expect for 2023.  
The final countdown to the election is on and candidates are fundraising and door-belling non-stop 
to ensure their victories on November 8 - I highly suggest reaching out to your local elected 
officials! If you need any assistance please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 



 

 

 
Meetings Requested 
House/Senate Health Care Staff  
Sen. Emily Randall 
Sen. Ron Muzzall 
Rep. Mari Leavitt (October 10) 
Sen. Annettee Cleveland 
Sen. Ann Rivers (October 2) 
Rep. Vandana Slatter  
Rep. Monica Stonier (October 2) 
 
General Legislative News 
This November, Washington all members of the House of Representatives and half of the Senate 
are upper reelection. There’s also a special election for one statewide position – Secretary of State 
– which appears to be a tossup between appointed Sec. Of State Steve Hobbs and Julie 
Anderson, a nonpartisan candidate.  
Washington State Democrats show an advantage in the upcoming midterm elections, but races 
are tightening, as numbers have changed since last polled in July. Republicans are gaining some 
ground as the fall campaign season moves into the final weeks.  
Democrats still have the upper hand when it comes to keeping the U.S. House and Senate in a 
Democratic majority. 
The June U.S. Supreme Court decision overturning federal protections for abortion energized 
Democratic voters in an election cycle that often is rough for the political party holding the White 
House. By the time the August primaries rolled around, hopes among Republicans of a “red wave” 
had faded. Although the general election could bring surprises, the August primary results showed 
Democrats keeping their legislative majorities in Olympia. 
What’s on the Horizon? 
Committee Days is scheduled for December 1 & 2 - this is when legislators come to Olympia to 
discuss the interim and future projects. Members are also assigned their committees for 2023. 
 
Other things I’ve been tracking or paying attention to 
Monitoring Children's and Behavioral Health Workforce Subgroup for any surprises they might 
come up with! 

 
Sara Stewart 
Stewart Government Affairs  
360-229-8168 


