
July 2, 2021 

Dear Valued Partner: 

June 30 was a very exciting day. We reopened the state and now we have a single message for 

you: We are Washington Ready. We could not be here without you and the extraordinary 

partnerships you have forged with us across Washington. 

Due to our collective efforts, we have had amazing success in minimizing cases, hospitalizations, 

and deaths and in vaccinating Washingtonians. Your contribution to the state’s response to this 

deadly virus is part of how we got here today. 

Our incredible achievements are because of your hard work over the last year and a half. This 

has been an unbelievably challenging time, but due to our partnerships, we are succeeding and 

we want to offer our immense gratitude. 

Thank you for your ingenuity, your fighting spirit, your willingness to work together as a team, 

and your ability to push through on the hardest days. Thank you for spending time away from 

your families and your lives in order to give your all for those around you and for so many 

communities across Washington over all these months. 

Your work – no matter what field you were in, whether it be building a website that connects 

people to their closest vaccine or administering first doses at a mass vaccination clinic in rural 

eastern Washington – has mattered. It is through your dedication that we have gotten to the point 

where we can safely say that we are ready. Washington is ready. Ready for business, ready to get 

back to normal, ready for life again.  

Though we have reason to celebrate and reflect, our work is not over. As we share this message 

of thanks and gratitude, we know that there is a lot more left to do. We know that millions in our 

state are still unvaccinated. We need your continuing help to reach them, to help them 

understand that a vaccine in their arm not only protects them, it protects everyone.  

As we embark on our next vaccine challenge, and look to the road ahead, we know this 

pandemic has changed us. Those who participated valiantly in this fight leave an important 

legacy behind, and that legacy is nothing short of saving lives.  

There are no words to adequately express what a difference you have made, so we will say it one 

more time for good measure: Thank you, and let’s keep going.  

Jay Inslee 

Governor 

Umair A. Shah, MD, MPH 

Secretary of Health 


