
March 29th, 2019  

 

This morning we testified against the bill that would increase B&O taxes - HB 2158 This bill 

would have a detrimental effect on many professions and small businesses. We are hoping that it 

will not move out of committee. Some of our testimony included the fact that an educated 

workforce benefits all Washingtonians and not just a subset. Increasing the tax rate on gross 

receipts makes it even more difficult for health care providers to stay in business.  Providers in 

private practice are facing tremendous challenges in the form of shrinking bottom lines as 

narrower networks combine with increase demands for costly technology improvements such as 

electronic medical records. 

 

This week we have met with a variety of legislators and have been diligently working on adding 

1729 to HB 1768 bill so we can see it through. (see link below for 1768) There is compromised 

language that Rep. Davis will let get through but we have not seen it yet. There was testimony 

the other day where everyone talked about the shortage of CDP’s and one man even included 

that they used to only have 8 hours of training to get certified and that he believes that only 45 

hours would be sufficient moving forward.  

 

BEHAVIORAL HEALTH WORKFORCE - $4.3 MILLION 2019-21 ($4.3 MILLION 2021-23)  

Funding is provided for 1) the University of Washington to offer additional psychiatry residency 

positions; 2) the Student Achievement Council to create a new behavioral health professional conditional 

scholarship for students who commit to working in behavioral health fields in state hospitals and state 

behavioral health community sites; and 3) the Puget Sound Welcome Back Center at Highline College to 

create a grant program for internationally trained individuals seeking employment in the behavioral health 

field in Washington state. 
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2158&Initiative=false&Year=2019

