
April 19th  
 
April 17th marked the last “cut-off” of the legislative session. That means that it was the last day 

to consider (pass) bills from the opposite house by 5 pm. If the bill is necessary to implement the 

budget or is attached to an initiative, it has until the end of session to pass.  

 

The following bills have passed both chambers and are waiting signature from the President or 

Speaker before they’re passed to the Governors Desk:  

 

SB 5054 Increasing the behavioral health workforce by establishing a reciprocity program to 

increase the portability of behavioral health licenses and certifications. 

 

SB 5444 Providing timely competency evaluations and restoration services to persons 

suffering from behavioral health disorders within the framework of the forensic mental 

health care system consistent with the requirements agreed to in the Trueblood settlement 

agreement. 

 

HB 1394 - Concerning community facilities needed to ensure a continuum of care for 

behavioral health patients. 

 

SB 5432 - Concerning fully implementing behavioral health integration for January 1, 2020, 

by removing behavioral health organizations from law; clarifying the roles and 

responsibilities among the health care authority, department of social and health services, 

and department of health, and the roles and responsibilities of behavioral health 

administrative services organizations and medicaid managed care organizations; and making 

technical corrections related to the behavioral health system. 

 

HB 1593 - Establishing a behavioral health innovation and integration campus within the 

University of Washington school of medicine. 

 

HB 1874 - Implementing policies related to expanding adolescent behavioral health care 

access as reviewed and recommended by the children's mental health work group. 

 

HB 1768 - Concerning substance use disorder professional practice. 
 

These bills are currently moving without issue, except for 1768. The Behavioral Health Coalition 

is adamantly working on amending this bill to include language from HB 1729 - Establishing a 

streamlined process to increase the capacity of certain mental health providers to offer substance 

use disorder treatment. HB 1768 as amended includes a streamlined path to credential our mental 

health professionals to treat co-occuring disorders and makes significant progress in integrating 

our workforce. It directs DOH to create a co-occurring disorder specialist license enhancement 

for psychologists, LICSW’s, mental health counselors and marriage and family therapists and 

allows them to treat folks with co-occuring disorders. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5054&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5444&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1394&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5432&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1593&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1874&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1768&Year=2019&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1729&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1768&Year=2019&Initiative=false


 

I have had endless meetings with key lawmakers and staff to get the new language added to the 

bill. It has become our #1 priority of the session and with a week left to go, we are hoping that 

our efforts will prove to be fruitful.  

 

Another bill I’m keeping an eye on would be one that increases the B&O tax from 1.5% to 1.8%. 

They are trying to find additional sources of income and unfortunately, hiking up the B&O tax is 

the easiest way to create revenue. You can read the bill analysis 

here: http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-

20/Pdf/Bill%20Reports/House/2157%20HBA%20FIN%2019.pdf 

 

Over the past week, the legislature has worked late almost every night, with floor action 

wrapping up between 10 pm - midnight. Sometimes later. Emotions are high and we are hoping 

for an on-time “Sine Die” on Sunday the 28th, but there are rumors that a special session may be 

called. The Governor can call special sessions in 30 day increments if there are issues that have 

not been resolved, more often than not, relating to the budget.  
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