
Governor Inslee launched his bid for President of the United States on Friday.  His 

announcement was widely expected as he had been signaling an interest in doing so over the last 

few months. 

 

His campaign will focus largely on environmental issues, particularly on the need for addressing 

climate change through carbon emission reductions.  The announcement was coordinated, in 

part, with legislative action on two of his state carbon reduction proposals -- the Senate passed its 

version of the 100% clean electric legislation, and the House passed a bill that would ban the use 

of hydrofluorocarbons.  

 

Most political observers believe this is a long-shot bid for Governor Inslee.  However, I believe 

his focus on climate change will garner a lot of attention on a national basis.  Even if he does not 

go far, he will secure a prominent role in highlighting environmental issues going into the 2020 

presidential election.  In fact, there is already an environmental superPAC that has been formed 

to support his campaign. 

 

His announcement did not distract the legislature from its business this week.  As we noted last 

week, the deadlines for bill action are starting to arrive.  Friday marked the second major 

deadline when policy bills had to be passed out of the various fiscal committees in the House and 

Senate.  The majority of the week was filled with committee hearings and votes on several 

hundred bills in both bodies.  It was a very hectic and tension filled week. 

 

On Monday, the legislature will begin the period where they are spending most of their days on 

floor of the full House and Senate.  They will be debating, amending and voting on bills that will 

be sent to the other body for consideration.    Because they are starting this process on Monday, 

they are only giving themselves about 10 days to complete that process.   

 

I expect we will be spending some late nights here in the capitol over the coming week or so. 
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