
Report Week 1  

 

2019 Legislative Session Off to Fast Start 

 

The 2019 Washington State legislative session got off to a fast start this week.  The legislature 

gaveled in at noon on Monday, January 14, at which time all the members were sworn in and 

began their official duties.  Leaders were elected in both chambers and duly sworn in as well. 

 

Later that day, committee hearings started in both the House and Senate, and a full agenda of 

issue briefings and actual hearings started on a number of pieces of legislation — including the 

Governor’s budget proposals. 

 

It is clear that there is a long list of items that this new legislature wants to tackle, as well as a 

serious desire to do so within the 105-day timeframe of the 2019 Regular Session. 

 

Governor Jay Inslee delivered his State of the State address on Tuesday to a joint session of the 

legislature.  He emphasized the need to address homelessness and housing affordability, invest 

more in the mental health system, increase spending in the K-12 education system, early learning 

and higher education, and, of course, to make significant progress on legislation aimed at 

reducing carbon emissions and protecting the environment. 

 

It appears that many of the legislators agree with such an agenda.  There are more than 400 bills 

already introduced, many of which are aimed directly at these policy areas.  And, it is only day 5 

of the 105-day session. 

 

To top it all off, this year boasts one of the largest sets of new members of the legislature in 

recent memory (approximately 28 new members), a Governor who is actively exploring a run for 

President, and a Speaker of the House who has already announced he will step down after this 

legislative session concludes.  This could be quite an interesting year. 

 

In regards to Mental Health, there have been a lot of bills introduced (please see the attached 

PDF for more details.) The Governor has also included funding for various Mental/Behavioral 

health programs etc in his budget. This list will grow as there are many bills are being introduced 

every day! 
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