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2019 Session Cut-Off Dates Start to Arrive 

The Washington State Legislature operates on a system by which legislative proposals must 

receive hearings and be passed by the various committees of jurisdiction and the respective 

House and Senate by certain dates.  The dates are generally referred to as "cut-off" dates. 

 

The first cut-off date of the 2019 Legislative Session was Friday, Feb. 22.  All bills that were 

referred to a policy committee in either the House or Senate needed to be heard and passed out of 

committee by Friday in order to be considered "alive".  This first cut-off date is generally where 

the majority of bills die.   

 

The next cut-off date is Friday, March 1.  This is the date by which all policy bills that have a 

fiscal impact must be passed out of the respective fiscal committees in the House and 

Senate.  The House has three separate fiscal committees -- Finance, Capital Budget and 

Appropriations.  The Senate has just one fiscal committee -- Ways and Means.   

 

Because there is just one week to hear and pass bills out of these fiscal committees, the number 

of bills that die next week will also be substantial.   

 

Following the fiscal committee cut-off, the House and Senate will have until Wednesday, March 

13, to move bills out of their "House of Origin".  This means that all Senate bills will need to 

have passed the Senate, and all House bills will need to have passed the House, in order to 

considered alive. 

 

Once that day passes, the committee process starts up again where bills from the opposite body 

are then considered in each of the respective houses.  This opposite body process is truncated 

because there are fewer bills to be considered by this point.  Thus, the policy committee timeline 

is cut down to just 3 weeks.  That cut-off date arrives on April 3.  The opposite body fiscal 

committee cut-off is on April 9, and all bills have to pass from the opposite house by April 17. 

 

The following 10 days allow for reconciliation of differences between the two bodies on bills 

that have made it through the process, but were amended along the way. 

 

Finally, it is important to note that there no such thing as a truly dead bill.  There is a mechanism 

to bring bills back to life by deeming them "Necessary to Implement the Budget", or NTIB for 

short.  There are not many bills in any given session that get deemed NTIB, but it is a 

mechanism that is used regularly in order to revive bills that members want -- and are willing to 

hold up the whole process to get. 
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