
Here is your Week in Review:  

EXECUTIVE 

President Trump Delivers Second State of the Union Address  

•         On Tuesday, President Trump delivered his second state of the union address but he did not lay 

out any new ideas to combat the opioid epidemic or mental health programming.  

White House Office of National Drug Control Policy Undergoing Reorganization 

•         The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy is undergoing a major reorganization, 

with career staff reassigned and teams reshuffled or eliminated. 

•         Newly confirmed drug czar Jim Carroll is reassigning top career policy staffers and spreading 

public health aides across other policy areas. 

•         The reorganization is still being finalized and includes reassigning staff who worked on public 

health and law enforcement issues to other areas. 

•         The changes divide policy work into four main groups:  

o   An opioid coordinating group covers prescription painkillers, heroin, synthetic 

opioids and methamphetamine; its 18 staff include some detailed from other 

agencies 

o   A cocaine coordinating group, which also deals with marijuana, also has roughly 

18 staff, including agency details. 

o    An interdiction coordinator that has not been named. 

o   A public health group, which has one full time policy staffer and two staffers 

detailed from the Department of Agriculture, as well as positions for eight details 

that haven't been filled yet. 

•         The reorganization includes downsizing ONDCP's research office and moving one policy staffer 

who is an expert in addiction recovery from the public health area to the cocaine working group. 

•         ONDCP's two main grant programs — High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas and Drug Free 

Communities — remain intact. 

ONCDP Director Jim Carroll Announces Anne Hazlett as Senior Advisor for Rural Affairs  

•         Director of the White House Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) Jim Carroll 

announced Anne Hazlett as the office’s Senior Adviser for Rural Affairs. 



•         Hazlett has served as the Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development at the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) since June 2017.  

•         In her new role at ONDCP, Hazlett will help shape policy aimed at improving the quality of life 

in rural America, coordinate interagency efforts on drug control activity impacting rural 

communities, and build coalitions and grassroots strategies in these areas centered on prevention, 

treatment and recovery. 

SAMHSA Announces Medication Assisted Treatment Program Locator  

•         SAMHSA released an interactive map to view all physicians certified to provide buprenorphine 

treatment in a city, state, or zip code. 

FDA Announces Final Guidance on Developing Depot Buprenorphine Products  

SENATE 

HELP Committee Hosted Hearing on Expanding Access to Primary Care to Reduce Health 

Costs 

•         The committee examined what the private sector is doing to encourage innovation and what 

Washington can do to get out of the way to lower costs. 

HOUSE 

LABOR-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee Hosted Hearing on Trump Administration 

Actions To the ACA 

•         Democrats used their first hearing in the majority of the Appropriations Committee's Labor-

Health subcommittee today to discuss the Trump administration's handling of the Affordable 

Care Act. 

•         Republicans responded by pointing to rising insurance premiums and lack of insurer options in 

many areas of the country and argued the Trump administration's policies have been aimed at 

mitigating the ACA's root cost problems. 

•         The committee's GOP members in particular focused on the new short-term insurance and 

Association Health Plans allowed by the Trump administration, cheaper, off-market options for 

consumers who may not want to pay for comprehensive ACA coverage. 

•         A video of the hearing can be found here.  

Energy & Commerce Hosted Hearing on Texas Lawsuit to the ACA and Education and 

Labor Committee Hosted a Hearing on Pre-Existing Condition Protections 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpVAiC94usY


•         The hearings focused generally on protections for people with preexisting conditions and 

the Texas litigation.  

•         It featured expert witnesses, patient advocates, and consumers who have been impacted by the 

ACA or non-ACA-compliant plans, such as short-term plans. 

Judiciary Committee Hosted Hearing on Gun Violence  

•         The Judiciary Committee hosted the first hearing on gun violence in eight years.  
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LEGISLATIVE TRACKER 

“Medicare” Mental Health Improvement Access Act Reintroduced 

Please see the link below for more information on H.R. 945 and S. 286, and how to contact your 

federal elected officials. 

http://www.amhca.org/blogs/joel-miller/2019/02/01/bipartisan-mental-health-access-

improvement-act-re 

IN OTHER NEWS 

Pew Charitable Trusts Releases Rural Opioids Toolkit  

•         Pew released new toolkit for rural communities to help increase treatment capacity.  

•         The increasing number of drug overdose deaths in the United States has hit rural areas 

particularly hard. Between 1999 and 2015, overdose deaths increased 325 percent in rural 

counties. 

•         The fact sheet describes some of the challenges rural communities face in providing access to 

evidence-based treatment and strategies used by federal and state agencies to enhance treatment 

capacity, including how one rural community responded to the opioid epidemic by addressing 

the specific needs of its residents. 

•         The policies and programs described are not an exhaustive list but are intended to be illustrative. 

•         You can view it here 

Pew Releases Study of How Cities Are Expanding Treatment for Opioids  

•         Pew Charitable Trusts convened public health officials from Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, 

Cincinnati, and New York as well as providers from three Philadelphia care settings to share 

http://www.amhca.org/blogs/joel-miller/2019/02/01/bipartisan-mental-health-access-improvement-act-re
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https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/fact-sheets/2019/02/opioid-use-disorder-challenges-and-opportunities-in-rural-communities


their insights and experiences related to medication-assisted treatment (MAT) for opioid use 

disorder. 

•         They discussed the current policy and treatment landscapes, and what they need to increase 

MAT access in their cities, three key takeaways emerged: 

o   Integrated, coordinated treatment for OUD is essential. 

o   Stigma associated with MAT may keep people from accessing evidence-based 

treatment. 

o   Access to FDA-approved medications is a public health imperative. 

•         You can view the program here 

New Canadian Study Shows Economic Losses of Youth Mental Health  

•         A new from Children’s Mental Health Ontario suggests parents who miss work to help children 

suffering from anxiety cost the Ontario economy $421 million a year. 

•         The analysis, conducted by researchers at the University of Toronto’s Canadian Centre for 

Health Economics, springs from work done by CMHO in 2017 that showed that one in four 

parents in the province reported missing work to care for a child with anxiety issues. 

•         Researchers calculated the amount of productivity losses to the economy by taking the number 

of people estimated to have missed work to care for their children, applying the average wage of 

full-time workers in the province and adding in the average time taken off in the year to give 

care. 

•         You can read more here 

San Francisco Mental Health Startup Expands into Anxiety  

•         Anxiety is the most common mental health issue in the United States, with around 40 million 

adults experience anxiety-related disorders every year. 

•         San Francisco, California-based mental health startup Big Health is trying to tackle that issue 

with a new digital therapeutic called Daylight meant to deliver personalized CBT techniques to 

help relieve anxiety-related issues. 

•         You can read more here 

Companies Starting to Release Risk Scores for Patients at Higher Risk of Opioid Addiction  
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•         Companies are starting to sell “risk scores” to doctors, insurers and hospitals to identify patients 

at risk of opioid addiction or overdose, without patient consent and with little regulation of the 

kinds of personal information used to create the scores. 

•         The data collection is aimed at helping doctors make more informed decisions on prescribing 

opioids, it could also lead to blacklisting of some patients and keep them from getting the drugs 

they need. 

•         No law prohibits collecting such data or using it in the exam room. 

Governing Magazine Releases County by County Suicide Rates 

•         Nearly 45,000 Americans died from suicide in 2016, making it one of the leading causes of 

death in the United States. 

•         The national age-adjusted suicide rate was 13.5 deaths per 100,000 population the rate has 

slowly ticked up in recent years and currently stands at one of the highest levels seen in decade. 

•         The map depicts annual average age-adjusted suicide rates for counties between 2012 and 2016. 

•         You can view it here 

READING MATERIAL 

The Washington Post: Combatting the Opioid Crisis One Doctor At A Time 

LA Times: Even in the Best Case Scenario Opioid Deaths will Keep Rising Until 2022 

Modern Healthcare: Commercial Plans Lower Rates for Mental Healthcare May Reduce 

Patient Access 

***The information compiled in this email originates from the following news sources: Axios, The Hill, Health Affairs Blog, Politico, Roll 

Call, and Modern Healthcare*** 
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