
February 15th  

 

A major snow storm hit the state last weekend and effectively brought most of the state to a stand 

still. That included the legislature, which has not seen cancellation of all committee hearings 

since the 2001 earthquake that struck during session that year.  

 

All of Monday's hearings were cancelled, and many hearings were also cancelled on Tuesday. 

Thus, the committees were forced to modify the rest of their week's schedule to accommodate for 

the lost time, making for some long days for everyone at the end of the week.  

 

This complete stoppage of work might be a pre-curser for what to expect later this session. As I 

have noted in previous reports, there are a lot of far-reaching proposals that have been introduced 

this year. Many of the new members were elected based on a platform of bringing change to the 

status quo. Most of the proposals appear to have fiscal impacts and will have to face the gauntlet 

of the budget process -- which itself is going to be a major challenge.  

 

I talked with the Senate Majority Leader the other day and he said that they are basically looking 

at a $4 billion shortfall in revenues over the next four year budget outlook period. (The state now 

must budget with an eye to the four year spending outlook, rather than just two years as has been 

done in the past.)  

 

That $4 billion shortfall is before any new legislative programs are taken into consideration. It 

only covers programs that have been adopted in the past.  

 

Many legislators are hoping that the next revenue forecast will show greater economic activity, 

and therefore more revenue for the state over the coming years. If the forecast is not robust, then 

the legislature will have to decide whether to make cuts or raise taxes.  

 
Sara Stewart 


