
Here is your Week in Review: 

  

EXECUTIVE 

  

USDA and HHS Partner on Recovery Housing in Rural Areas  

  

•         U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development Anne 

Hazlett and Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Assistant Secretary for Mental 

Health and Substance Use Dr. Elinore McCance-Katz announced USDA and HHS will partner to 

create addiction recovery transitional housing in rural communities. 

  

•         USDA and HHS formalized their partnership through an official Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU). Nonprofit organizations will be able to purchase homes from USDA and 

convert them to transitional housing for people recovering from opioid misuse. 

  

•         USDA Rural Development and HHS Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA) will coordinate efforts to sell USDA’s Real Estate Owned (REO) 

single-family housing properties at a discount to non-profit organizations that provide housing, 

treatment, job training and other key services for people in substance misuse treatment and 

recovery. 

  

Trump Administration Eyeing Changes to Buprenorphine Access 

  

•         When a patient with an opioid addiction goes to an emergency room, a doctor who doesn't have 

broader license to prescribe buprenorphine, a pill treating opioid addition, can administer the 

medication three days in a row. However, the patient must go to the hospital to pick it up each 

day — a requirement the Trump administration is trying to change. 

  



•         The administration is attempting to get rid of that requirements of people can prescribe for at 

least three days in the emergency room without a waiver.  

  

FDA Advisory Panel Endorsed to Treat Depression  

  

•         An experimental medication for depression related to the hallucinogenic street 

drug ketamine won an endorsement from an independent advisory committee convened by the 

Food and Drug Administration.  

  

•         The drug — delivered in a nasal spray — is related to the anesthetic ketamine. If approved, it 

would be the first major depression treatment approved in decades. 

  

•         The panel’s vote will play a part in the agency’s decision on whether to approve the drug, 

expected by March 4. 

  

SENATE 

  

HELP Committee hosted a hearing on Chronic Pain and Opioids 

  

•         The hearing examined whether pain patients are receiving the support they need amid a 

crackdown on opioid access. 

  

HOUSE 

  

Energy and Commerce Hosts Hearing on ACA Protection Legislation 

  



•         Energy and Commerce Committee Chair Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) vowed to pass an initial 

package undoing Trump's cut to Obamacare outreach funding while reimposing restrictions on 

short-term plans and states' ability to circumvent the health law. 

  

•         The bills discussed were: H.R. 1010, by Rep. Kathy Castor (Fla.), which would reverse the 

administration's expansion of short-term plans that don't need to comply with the ACA's 

protections for pre-existing conditions; another bill, H.R. 1142, by Rep. Anna Eshoo (CA) would 

require short-term plans to disclose what services are not covered; a third bill, H.R. 987, from 

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (Del.), would restore ACA outreach and enrollment funding that the 

administration has slashed, and finally H.R. 986, from Rep. Ann McLane Kuster (N.H.) would 

require the administration to rescind October guidance on so-called Section 1332 waivers 

making it easier for states to make conservative changes to the ACA. 

  

•         The GOP-controlled Senate is unlikely to take up the legislation if it were to pass the House. 
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