
Good Evening. 

With the partial government shutdown behind us – at least for the next three weeks – the 116th 

Congress will get a start on its first batch of committee hearings for 2019.  

President Trump Agrees to End Shutdown without Border Wall Funding  

President Trump announced last Friday that he will sign a short-term spending bill that will re-
open the government until February 15, postponing for three weeks the debate over funding 
for his proposed wall on the U.S. southwest border and the immigration measures—including 
an extension of the Dream Act—he proposed January 19.  

Under the deal, House and Senate appointed members will go to conference to attempt to 
reach a compromise deal on border security and funding for the Department of Homeland 
Security. The 800,000 federal workers from nine Federal agencies on furlough for the past 35 
days will receive back pay under legislation enacted by Congress early in the shutdown.  

The president said the agreement will give congressional negotiators more time to address his 
demand for more money for a border barrier. The temporary agreement was reached just 
hours after the Federal Aviation Administration began to limit flights to New York City's 
LaGuardia Airport and the Newark and Philadelphia airports, citing staff shortages for air traffic 
controllers. In fact, at one point early in the morning, LaGuardia was at a complete ground stop, 
with no flights in or out of the airport.   

Observers had suggested that the air traffic chaos, if it had continued, would have significantly 

impacted the economy. 

Here is Your Week Ahead:  

EXECUTIVE 

Substance Abuse Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Published Toolkit for 

Individuals Searching for Addiction Treatment  

  

•       SAMHSA published a toolkit offering advice to people searching for addiction treatment on how 

to navigate the industry. 

  

•        The post advised patients with insurance to contact their plans about what options are covered. 

  



•       According to the toolkit, five things to look for when choosing a program: whether its accredited, 

uses evidence-based treatment, offers medication assisted treatment, includes family members in 

the treatment process and offers a continuum of care.  

  

•        You can view the toolkit here  

SENATE 

January 29th – 10:15am - The Senate Finance Committee, under the new leadership of Sen. 

Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), will hold its first hearing on prescription drug costs at 10:15 a.m. 

Witnesses include the president of the American Action Forum, and the Laura and John Arnold 

Foundation (which funds Patients for Affordable Drugs, a patient advocacy group). You can 

watch here 

January 29th – 10am - The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee will 

hold a hearing on health centers and providers in underserved communities. The committee will 

hear from various witnesses including, Dennis Freeman (CEO, Cherokee Health Systems), Dr. 

John Waits (Residency Director, Cahaba Medical Care), Dr. Andrea Anderson (Director of 

Family Medicine, Unity Health Care), and Thomas Trompeter (President, HealthPoint). You can 

watch here 

January 30th-January 31st - Senate Democrats Retreat  

HOUSE  

January 29th – 10am - The House Ways and Means Committee will hold a hearing called 

"protecting Americans with pre-existing conditions." The committee will hear from health care 

experts, including Karen Pollitz from the Kaiser Family Foundation, and representatives from the 

American Cancer Society and the American Heart Association. You can watch here 

January 29th – 11am - The House Oversight and Reform Committee on Tuesday will 

examine the "actions of drug companies in raising prescription drug prices.” You can watch here 

January 31st – 10am – The House Energy & Commerce Committee will hold a hearing on 

the impact of the government shutdown on affected agencies within the committee jurisdiction. 

You can watch here 

Best,  

Joel Miller  

 

https://blog.samhsa.gov/2019/01/23/struggling-with-addiction-tips-on-finding-quality-treatment
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/drug-pricing-in-america-a-prescription-for-change-part-i
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/access-to-care-health-centers-and-providers-in-underserved-communities
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/protecting-americans-pre-existing-conditions
https://oversight.house.gov/legislation/hearings/examining-the-actions-of-drug-companies-in-raising-prescription-drug-prices
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/examining-the-trump-shutdown-s-devastating-impact-on-federal-workers

